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“Science is the religion of our time” is a common saying that no longer provokes any critical thought in 
the general public neither about science, nor about religion. Important for us as artists however, is that 
although seemingly deprived of meaning, this statement refers to a high authority associated with the 
role that both religion and science play in society. 

“The  Mirror  of  Faith”  is  bio-art  project,  meant  to  provoke  critical  public  dialogue  about  genetic 
research, exposing some issues this technology and its political and commercial promotion creates. The 
project is related to the research of the molecular biologist Dean Hamer  on genetic predisposition of 
human spirituality. In his book, The God Gene, Hamer claims that the VMAT2 gene encodes for a 
protein  (brain chemical) that affects self-transcendence, spirituality or faith. A specific mutation in the 
DNA of intron 7 upstream of the VMAT2 gene coding sequence is thought to be related to people who 
have faith or spirituality.

Initial  attention  was  caught  by  the  media  representation  of  this  research  and  the  controversies  it 
contained. To reflect the central issue of embodiment and the harsh juxtaposition within nature/nurture 
argument, presented in media, we decided to create a literal  illustration of these controversies.  We 
decided  to  produce  a  genetically  modified  Transcendental  Bacteria  of  Faith.  We  thought  that  by 
genetically modifying the two basic organisms in life, bacteria and yeast, with the god gene (science),  
that  is  associated  with  high  levels  of  spirituality  and  faith  (religion)  we  could  create  the  perfect 
juxtaposition  to  spotlight  the  controversies  and  ignite  discussion  and  critical  thought  once  again. 
Involvement  with this  “absurd scenario” is  a re-thinking of  the notion of  “genetically  predisposed 
faith,” but also “faith” or “belief” in the media representation of science and religion. 

For that purposes during the residency at Hangar centre, Boryana Rossa worked with Dr. Michael Edel 
and Dr. John Gibling in the facilities of the Pluripotency Laboratory at the University of Barcelona. 
Rossa and Edel will present results of their work. Rossa will also demonstrate models of future gallery 
display of the work. 

“The Mirror of Faith” is a project developed in the framework of Hangar' Spring Session #2 – Grid  
Spinoza programme and the project Soft Control, which has the support of the European Commission.

http://www.beliefnet.com/story/154/story_15451_1.html?rnd=42

